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□ MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS: Humane society’s Port Colborne contract to expire 

Bids to be received 
for animal services 



RQYALLePAC 


May your holiday season be filled with special memories. It s been 
a pleasure serving Port Colborne this past year. I hope all of your 
homes are filled with joy and memories that will last a lifetime. 
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■ LEGAL AFFAIRS: Teen struck in Port Colborne in December 2010 


Railway civil suit still before courts 


ALLAN BENNER 

Tribune Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — A 
for a jf.a-mUlionlawsuit 

was severely injured after 
being struck by a train. 

The lawsuit stems back 
to Dec. 6, 2010, when Dal- 





plaintiffs Young and his par¬ 
ents Rita Newman and Alan 

Nearly a year after that, 
Trillium Railway Co. Ltd. 
and the City of Port Col¬ 
borne filed a statement of 
defence, denying responsi¬ 
bility for the collision that 
resulted in injuries includ¬ 
ing multiple cracked ribs, 



kk 

He created a situation of emergency by 
proceeding from a place of safety to a place 
of risk at a time when common prudence 
would have deterred or barred or stopped 



railway or city that led to the 
plaintiff's injuries. 

The 12-page document 
goes on to say the plain¬ 
tiff should have known by 
the signage and warning 
devices at the intersection 
that he was approaching the 

own safety. It alleges that 
or tak^noticVof the 'audible 


“He created a situation of 
emergency by proceeding 
from a place of safety to a 
place of risk at a time when 
common prudence would 




“SSI 


Bids to be received for animal services 
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Garden Centre 
and Gift Store 

Premium Product, Great 
Service Fair Prices... Always! 
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POLITICS: PC leader makes pitch after Horwath pushes jobs tax credit 



Ontario Progressive Conservative Leader Tim Hudak spoke to reporters about job losses in Niagara. Niagara Falls PC candidate Bart Maves joined Hudak. 

Hudak hypes job plan 


QMI Agency Niagara 

Two days. Two political par¬ 
ties. One topic of discussion 
— employment. 

The leaders of Ontario’s 
NDP and Progressive Con¬ 
servative parties were in Nia¬ 
gara last week promoting their 
ideas for job creation. 

Tory Leader Tim Hudak 
was in Niagara Falls Thursday 
morning criticizing the Liber¬ 
als and NDP for letting manu¬ 
facturing jobs leave Niagara. 


lost in the Niagara area, the 


in fan 


and the 
huge," says 


Hudak. ‘ 

hope, and the way to restor¬ 
ing hope is job creation in our 
own backyard.” 

Hudak pointed out the clos¬ 
ings of the John Deere plant 
in Welland, the Bick’s plant 
in Dunnville and Jarvis Street 
Pharma in Fort Erie. 

He said escalating hydro 
rates are to blame for compa¬ 
nies heading south to the U.S. 

“I would stop this mass 
expansion of the heavily sub¬ 
sidized wind turbines across 


re drivii 


restNia- 


hydro rates through the roof.” 

Hudak said by reducing 
power costs, more businesses 
will invest in Ontario. 

Hudak was joined by Nia¬ 
gara Falls riding Conservative 
candidate Bart Maves when 
he spoke to the media. 

Maves said he supports 
wind and solar energy, as long 
as they are efficient. 

NDP Leader Andrea Hor- 
wath's solution to bring more 


jobs in Ontario focuses on tax 
credits. 

She was in S t. Davids 
Wednesday pitching her par¬ 
ty’s job creator tax credit that 
would provide a targeted 
incentive for companies that 
invest in Ontario workers and 
equipment 

“It’s a simple plan: create a 
new job, get a tax credit, and it 
applies to a new job anywhere 
from entry level to manage¬ 
ment,” said Horwath. “A diver- 
sified local economy is a 
healthy local economy. Nia¬ 
gara has a rich growing tradi¬ 
tion. Targeted tax incentives 


Teen arrested after 
Lakeshore lockdown 

Tribune Staff 
PORTCOLBORNE-A 
student with a pellet gun was 
arrested at Lakeshore Catholic 
High School last Thursday 
after the school was put into 


responded to a weapons call 
at the school shortly after 
noon. Information was received 
from school administration 
that a student may be in 
possession of a handgun, said 


Derek Watson. It was unknown 
whether the gun was a real 
firearm or a replica. 

As a precaution, the school 
went into lockdown, which 
lasted about 20 minutes, 
Watson said. 


can help home-grown busi¬ 
ness across sectors from agri¬ 
culture to manufacturing." 

Both Hudak and Horwath 
have made several appear- 

Liberal MPP Kim Craitor 
announced his resignation in 


recovered a pellet gun on the 
properly and the teen, who 
cannot be named under the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act, was 
arrested. Police said the youth 
has been dealt with through 
extrajudicial measures in 
compliance with the act. 


School Board education 
director John Crocco said the 
principal and staff at the school 
“acted promptly to the possible 
threat ijy putting the school 


byelection to fill the 
vacant seat must be called by 


to safeguard the safety of 
students and staff 
Hethanked the NRPfor their 
quick response and reminded 
students that replicas of 
weapons are not permitted on 
school property. 
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Tradition enhances song 


THOMAS ARTH 

First Lutheran 

I love to sing 

Indeed I do 

do do do do do do do do. 

That's something we some¬ 
times sing when we warm up at 
the beginning of choir practice. 
I do love to sing. I always have. 
I sing in our church choir and 
I sing in a community choir in 
the Niagara region called Cho- 
ralis Camerata. 

When I was a boy I was one 
of those high-voiced soprano 
types. I didn’t sing in any kind 
of boy's choir or children's 
choir. I sang in Sunday school 
and in public school and at 
home. When my voice started 
to change it would crack when 
I sang the high notes so I'd sing 
an octave lower, rumbling In 
the bass area. When my voice 
was done changing I settled in 
as a tenor. 

When I was in my mid¬ 
teens the assistant organist 
at our church started a youth 


I don't think there were many 
singers or much commitment 
from the few who did attend, 
so when that choir disbanded 
those of us who still wanted 
to sing joined the adult choir. 
I’ve been singing in choirs ever 

This is my fifth season sing¬ 
ing with Choralis Camerata 
and this year was my third time 
singing Handel's Messiah with 

told me that eventually I’ll get 

position and, for me at least, 
so much fun to sing. If nothing 
else, everyone is likely familiar 
with the Hallelujah chorus. 

when that chorus is sung the 
whole audience stands. It’s a 
tradition almost as old as the 


composition itself. There are a 

about but this is my favourite. 
Whether there is any truth in 
it, I like the story. When King 
George II attended a perform¬ 
ance of Messiah he stood when 
the Hallelujah chorus was 
being sung. When the mon¬ 
arch stands everyone stands so 
the whole audience got to their 
feet. But why did he stand? It’s 
said that he was moved to stand 
since he felt he was in the pres¬ 
ence of Jesus Christ, the King of 
kings himself. In fact the words 
of that chorus proclaim Christ 
as “KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS, and he shall 
reign for ever and ever" 

Now, some people might 
think the Hallelujah chorus has 
been overdone and overused 
almost to the point of trivial¬ 
izing it. I'd almost be inclined 
to agree. That was until I actu¬ 
ally sang it. When I sing those 
words, when I praise my Lord 
and my God, the King of Glory, 
my voice often fails me and 
only after a hard swallow am I 
able to sing again. 

With Christmas right 
around the corner there will 
be lots more singing, at least 
for me and my household. 
In church on Christmas Eve 
and the two Sundays follow¬ 
ing out all of the familiar car¬ 
ols and a few that might not 
be so familiar. We will j oin the 
song of the angels as we sing 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Glory 
to God in the highest. Go find 
a church this Christmas sea¬ 
son and let your voice join in 
the song. It doesn’t matter if it’s 
flat or sharp or monotone or if 
you can sing like an angel. Just 
make a joyiul noise to the Lord. 
And Merry Christmas. 


You could major in 
wine at college? Really? 


I hosted a literary event last week 
at which the wine was supplied by 
Niagara College. The wine was good 
but the idea that college kids can major 
in wine these days took me back a bit. 

College kids making, tasting, swilling 
wine? For full credit. Really? 

I attended Waterloo Lutheran 
University in the late '60s and although 
there was plenty of wine involved, I 
assure you it was not supplied or even 
condoned by the faculty. 

I can just imagine if it was. There 
I would be in the Waterloo Lutheran 

wondering first of all why I was here. 

I really had no desire to attend a post¬ 
secondary school but I remember my 
mother saying: “But Bill, you could be 
the first Thomas to go to university.” Not 
a real resounding endorsement for the 
Thomases who had come before me. 

It was like many have tried, but Grade 
10 proved to be a mountain too high to 
climb. 

So there I would be, living my 
mother's dream and speculating out 
loud what I should major in — English? 
History? Philosophy? — “Oh, hi there, 

This to a pleasant woman sitting at a 
table marked “Wine-101.” 

“Would you like to join our course? 

It’s all about wine." 

“Well let me just take say .05 seconds 
to think about that. OK. I’ll join.” 

Then she would hand me the course 
curriculum and registration form and 1 
would say: “Gee whiz, are girls allowed 
to take this course, too?” 

And she would assure me the wine 
course is completely co-ed and I would 
push my luck with one last question: 


“Ah, not that I know anything about the 
stuff but would there be even a modest 
amount of medium-grade marijuana 
involved in this course because let's 
see one, two, three—yeah, that would 
pretty much fitlfill all my social and 
scholastic needs from now until I gradu¬ 
ate from here in eight or nine years." 

"And if you have a pizza oven, then 
I could just sublet my apartment and 
move right into the lab." 

Wine made and supplied by the 
school I attended? That being the 
case I could have shaved about $100 
a month off my Mateus Rose budget. 

If you attended a Canadian University 
in the '60s there's a good chance you 
also belonged to a devoted sect of fol¬ 
lowers who worshipped at the altar of 
Mateus Rose, the sparkling, pink, poor 
man’s Champagne. And that altar was 
adorned with candles jammed into the 
neck of the Mateus bottles. 

Remember that... the candles, a 
bottle of cold Mateus, a plate of warm 
brownies and the next thing you know 
you're lying on your back on the living 
room carpet making animal shadows 
ontheceilingwhenyounoticeallthat 
crazy light is coming from the drapes 
which happen to be on fire. And what 
valuable lesson did I take away from 
that potentially fatal experience? That 
a nearly full botde of Mateus when vio- 
lendy shaken, does the work of a small 
fire extinguisher. 

Once and awhile Robbie Misener and 
I will sit around and reminisce about 
the good ol' days at Waterloo Lutheran 
University and frankly, not a lot gets 
said because neither of us remember 
much about that period in our lives. 

Oh, wait. There was one night we will 
never forget known as the “emergency 


pizza incident” At some point the deliv¬ 
ery guy got tired of us trying to pay him 
with IOUs and the pizza place cut us off. 

So one night we decided to make our 
own pizza. We laid out all the ingredi¬ 
ents on the kitchen counter — pizza 
dough, jar of sauce, cheese, mush¬ 
rooms, pepperoni, Mateus RosA and a 
hunk of what appeared to be chewing 
tobacco and pen tops. 

I was in charge of chopping up the 
peppers and scraping out the seeds with 
my thumbs and these were not just any 
peppers but Jamaican peppers and not 
the red ones but the evil green ones you 
could almost use to weld metal. 

At one point I began to tear up 
from the heat rising from my bowl of 
chopped-up peppers and... and that's 
when I thought it would he a good 
idea to remove my contact lens. Yeah. 
Robbie says I made a noise that caused 
Amish dogs to cock their heads and 
start barking in St. Jacobs. Yeah, try 
explaining how that happened to the 
only nurse on duty in the emergency 
room of the nearest hospital. Try 
explaining that although your eyes are 
as red as raw meat and swollen shut 
and the pain has spread to your brain, 
you can somehow still find it in you to 
giggle. 

I still enjoy a glass of Mateus Rose 
once in awhile hut that other stuff, that 
slow-burning, hunk of brown, unidenti¬ 
fied substance inhaled through pen 
tops... I don’t do that anymore. I often 
wonder how I ever survived the 1960's 
butlcantellyouone thing for sure, if I 
had majored in wine, I would not have. 



Fire causes minor 
damage at former 
Port arena 

PORT COLBORNE-The 
former West Side Arena filled 
with smoke on Wednesday 


morning after a smouldering fire broke 

Port Colborne Fire and Emergency 
Services responded to reports of a 
structure fire at the Westside Rd. 
building shortly after 9 a.m. 

Some soldering work was being done 
Tuesday evening to the pipes in the first- 
level hallway, which inadvertently caught 
the building's insulation on fire, said fire 
Chief Tom Cartwright. 

The fire had smouldered over night 


and when the owners arrived in the 
morning, the building was filled with 
smoke, he said. 

Firefighters were on scene until shortly 
before 11 a.m. to put out the fire and 
clear smoke from the building. 

Cartwright said damage was minimal 
and estimated at about $2,000. 

The decommissioned arena was sold 
from the city to Port Colborne Yacht 
Harbour and Marine Ltd. in November for 
$252,500. 


GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commer¬ 
cial purposes. All other rights are reserved and commercial use is prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain 
the permission of the owner of the copyright. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication re¬ 
mains with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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■ POVERTY: Demand for Niagara food bank aid continues to rise 


A growing hunger for food 


Tribune Staff 

A report by the Ontario Association 
of Food Banks paints a grim picture of 
poverty throughout the province, but 
local food bank representatives say 
the reality in Niagara is even worse. 

The 2013 Hunger Report, released 
Monday morning, shows more than 
375,789 Ontarians rely on food banks 
each month. 

Although the report says the 
number of food bank users decreased 
compared to last year’s record of 
412,998 per month, die numbers have 


are children, Souter said the number 
of children using the food bank at 
Community Cares is far higher. 

“Some months we’re up as high as 
49 or 50%,” she said. “It’s very disturb¬ 
ing.” 

Project SHARE in Niagara Falls set 
a record last week for the number of 
people using its food bank, said execu- 


in't last long. 


“We c 


tely ar 


(Ontario Association of Food Banks) 
members whose numbers have not 
gone down. They’ve gone up,” said 
Port Cares executive director Lynda 
Reinhart 

“Last year... we had 1,762 children, 
and by the end of March this year it's 
going to be 2,444," she said. 

Betty Lou Souter, executive direc¬ 
tor of Community Care, St Catharines 
andlhorold, saidher agency has been 
seeing increases of 5% to 8% annu- 


“We had a record high 148 families 
for emergency food in one day,” Pih- 
ach said, adding that figure is about 50 
more than usual. 

“We used to call it our emergency 
food program, now it's become our 
necessity food program,” she said. “It's 
not an emergency because every sin¬ 
gle month people are having to come 
in.” 

Hope Centre executive director 
Mark Carl said his Welland-based food 

3% each year. 

Many of them, he added, are “the 
working poor." 

They're trying to make ends meet 
working part-time, minimum-wage 
jobs, “and they're needing the services 
a little bit more.” 

Pelham is holding it’s commu¬ 
nity food drive Saturday morning, to 
restock shelves at Pelham Cares' food 


Uiefoodv 
“Most ofourfoodcomesin through 
the food drive in December, and then 
by Easter or certainly by June we’re out 
of an awful lot of things,” said Pelham 
Cares president Jane Gilmour. 

In Welland, Open Arms Mission 
executive director Jerry Vanderklok 
said the community is continuing to 
struggle with job losses, leading to 
higher levels of food bank usage com¬ 
pared to other parts of the province. 

“Every month we have a number 
of brand new clients. There are new 
needs, new situations and new peo¬ 
ple moving into the area,” Vanderklok 
said. “What happens after that when 
you haven't been able to find work? 
It’s just a given that we’re going to face 
harder times than some other areas.” 
The cost of housing is another sig¬ 


nificant problem in Niagara. 

Although the report says food bank 
clients on average spend about 71% of 
their income on housing, Souter said 
that number is higher among her cli- 

When people are spending 75% of 
their income just to paytheir rent, she 
said there isn’t much left over to buy 
groceries — and that doesn't include 
paying utility bills. 

“We have a lot of people who are 
working but don’t have enough 
income to sustain their expenses,” 
Souter said. 

Carl said the increasing cost of util¬ 
ity bills is "putting a real squeeze on 
people" who often choose whether to 
pay their bills or buy food. 



Melissa Kirkpatrick from Open 
Arms Mission stands beside the 
well-stocked shelves of the Welland- 
based organization's food bank, 
following the community's food 
drive a month ago. An increasing 
number of people are relying on 
food banks in Niagara and across 
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□ BUYING LOCAL: Holiday shoppers may want to spend their hard-earned dollars at home 

Gift-giving made in Niagara 



Erin Snow has always known 
Niagarans are crafty. 

But it wasn’t until she 
founded the online Niagara Etsy 
Artisans market in 2009 that her 
eyes were truly opened to the 
creative talent within the region. 

When the Fenwick resident 
started the online networking 
group, through e-commerce 
site Etsy, she had no idea how 
many Niagara-made items were 
already out there just waiting for 
exposure. 

"I didn't realize how many 
people were making hand¬ 
crafted items from home,” she 
said, “and trying to create viable 
businesses.” 


As a business owner, Snow 
knows how difficult it can be to 
spread word about locally-made 
items that are available. She’s 
been running Chasing Clouds 
out of her home for the past 15 
years, selling bath and body 
products, as well as essential oils 


regional market would catch on, 
and it seems it has. 

Since its inception, Niagar¬ 
ans have set up more than 175 
online shops to sell handmade 
clothing, jewelry, toys, artwork, 
home ddcor items and bath and 
body products. 

“I think people want hand¬ 
le items because they’re 


depending on what they are, last 
for generations,” Snow said. 

Etsy, which focuses on hand- 


become a great resource to find 
these unique gifts, she said. 

“People know you put a lot 
of work into handmade items. 


These are people following their 
passion. There's a story behind 
every product” 

Gail Todd, owner of Port Col- 
bome boutique Something Else, 
believes there’s a pride in pur¬ 
chasing products made within 
the region. Her store features 
“upcycled” and handmade 
dothing, accessories and decor 
created by close to 50 local art- 

“There's significance when 
you buy items made here,” she 
said, and as a bonus each pur¬ 
chase means money coming 
back into the local economy. 

The holiday season is a busy 
time of year for local artist Mar¬ 
sha Cox at Folks Road Pottery in 

“If it’s a good season, about 
25% of our business is in Decem¬ 
ber;'she said. 

“We sell tons of mugs,” she 
said, along with a variety of 
other handcrafted items availa¬ 
ble at the store. 

Yam bowls for knitters and 
pie plates have been the “hot 
sellers" this season, she added. 

For the foodie on your shop¬ 
ping list, Niagara Presents, 
which has a shop in Beamsville 

porary storefront at Rose City 
Plaza in Welland, has a selection 
of locally-made gourmet pre- 



The business, owned by Nia¬ 
gara Women's Enterprise Centre 
and parent non-profit organiza¬ 
tion Niagara Peninsula Homes, 
supports through its sales train¬ 
ing programs and services for 
women in need in the commu- 

Along with offering their own 
jams, jellies and other treats, 
Niagara Presents also cre¬ 
ates custom baskets filled with 


unique items made within the 

Local artist Kelly Langley Dav¬ 
ies believes a work of art can be 
the perfect present for the holi- 

“It’s forever. It doesn’t go out 
of style. It appreciates in value 
always," she said while stopping 
in at Something Else, where she 
sells her work 

“What other gift can you say, 


'I'll keep that forever?” 

Purchasing the right piece 
of art for someone can be diffi¬ 
cult, but when a shopper finds 
a piece that “speaks to them” or 
has a quality that reminds them 
of the individual they’re shop¬ 
ping for, they'll know, Langley 
Davies said 

For gift-buyers looking for 
that one-stop shop for all things 
handmade, Niagara Crafters in 


Port Colbome fits the bill. 

Featuring the work of 99 Nia¬ 
gara artisans, the shop sells 
dothing, accessories, toys, home 
dll air, Christmas caids and dec¬ 
orations, candles, and glassware 
and woodwork, among other 

“It’s an everyday craft show,” 
store manager Betty Molenaar 
said with a smile. 

"It's a place to buy something 


no one else has.” 

The volunteer-run store has 
expanded significantly since 
opening in April 2012 with only 
a handful of artists. It's now open 
six days aweekand offers, along 
with its regular hours, private 
shopping parties. 

maiyanne.firth@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 
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NOTICE OF POSTING TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL REGISTRY 
SECTION 15 ONTARIO REGULATION 359/09 


by Niagara Region Wind Corporation regarding a 
Proposal to Engage in a Renewable Energy Project 

Project Name: Niagara Region Wind Farm 

Project Location: The Niagara Region Wind Farm (the "Project") is located within Haldimand County and Niagara Region (including the Townships of Wainfleet and 
West Lincoln and the Town of Lincoln). The electrical interconnection components are located within the Town of Lincoln and the Township of West 
Lincoln, in Niagara Region, and in Maldimand County in southern Ontario. 

Dated At: Haldimand County and Niagara Region on this the 11th day of December, 2013. 

Niagara Region Wind Corporation ("NRWC") is planning to engage in this renewable energy project in respect of which the issuance of a Renewable Energy Approval is 
required. The proposal to engage in the Project and the Project itself are subject to the provisions of the Environmental Protection Act of Ontario (Act) Part V.0.1 and 
Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Regulation). This notice is being distributed in accordance with Sections 15.1 and 15.2 of the Regulation following posting of the Project on 
the Environmental Registry. 

Project Description 



Information will be collected and used in accordance with the Environmental Protection Act and Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. This 
information will be used to assist NRWC in meeting applicable environmental approvals requirements. This material will be maintained on file for use during the 
project and may be included in project documentation. Unless indicated otherwise, personal information and all comments will become part of the public record 
and publicly released as part of project documentation. 
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25% OFF 
Plus Free 
Installation 

25% off any order of 
$1000 or more. 10% 
off any order of $700 
or more. Not valid with 
any other offier. Free 
installation with any 
complete unit order 
of $500 or more. With 
incoming order, at time 
of purchase only. 


Imagine your home, Garage Cabinets 

Home Offices 

totally organized! 


Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate 

905-468-4611 m 

www.closetsbydesign.ca 

Licensed and Insured 

2011 0 All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc 


f jv Closets 
byDesign 


, n «, 


New uniforms 
for Niagara 
Health System 


Niagara Health System is about to get 
a fashion change. 

It is set to adopt standardized, colour- 
specific uniforms to help patients and 
family members more easily identify its 
health-care team and avoid confusion. 

As an example, its nursing staff 
will dress in light-blue uniforms and 
rehabilitation staff will sport burgundy 

“We often hear from patients and 
families that they have difficulty 
distinguishing our staff,” said NHS 
director Angela Coxe, who chaired the 


system's uniform task force. 

"And we are always looking for ways 
to enhance the patient experience. This 
new initiative will support our efforts 
to provide patient-centred care in a 
professional environment," she said. 

“Other hospitals in the province have 
adopted a similar approach and have 
found it effective." 

A firm delivery date has not been 
set for the uniform transition, due to a 
manufacturing delay partly caused by the 
recent Philippines typhoon. 



LIKEUSONFACEBOOK 

facebook.com/lnPort News 


A new BULOVA clock makes 
a great gift.....for any occasion ■ 


Dead watch battery? 

Looking for a vintage timepiece? 
Repairs to most makes and models of 
Vintage and Antique clocks and watches, 
we do house calls! 


| Authorized Bulova Clock Dealer, Trintec 
^Canada & Harley Davidson Watch deal er^ 


Standard Time Watch and Clock Repairs! 


162 B West St. Port Colborne • 289-836-8000 
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■ ENERGY: ‘Do our wages go up with these higher bills?’ 


Residents outraged 


"Of course we are outraged," Rita “I'm not turning on lights anymore. 

QMI Agency Niagara Adams wrote on The Tribune’s Face- I've got a senior citizen living with me 

is n ° such thing as middle tadldsmy toft^atoom. I? 
class anymore. Even people who work almost wait to turn those off, 1 
^Commems^mtZtfineiTto with decent-paying jobs are going to can't,” she told QMI Agency Niagara. 

The Tribune's Facebook nag/about have a hard time kee P in 8 U P with all Welland’s Shawn Bineswrote Ontar- 

the Liberal govemment’snew long- * e increases of h Y*° and water, I’m ians should protest in "unprecedented 

St Catharines resident Lorie Lamp- “We need to bring this province to a 

... . c!4? c manwroteinaFacebookpostthatshe's standstill in order to put a stop to this, .r nirMa/raiiK-EMi-vuiir-iDi 

y “ "so ticked off because it ctoesn't matter butwemustbeuniteA” JUUEJOCSAK/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

how much we conserve on anything, Lorie Lampman is pictured with recent electricity bills at her St. 

Livmg Hi the Niagara region where ^ rates ^ gojng up and up ;> ray.spiteri@sunmedia.ca Catharines home on Tuesday. The Ontario government has announced 

the jobs are mainly tourist-related seep g mg p p electricity rates will increase by 42% within five years, 

leaves people living off of unemploy¬ 
ment for a few months out of the year, 
give us a flipping break,” wrote Tammy 



Wrote Cathy Slow-Smith: "So much 
for giving our children a good educa¬ 
tion because most of us won't be able to 
afford to send them to college because 
we have to pay outrageous hydro bills." 

And, said this entry from Cathy and 
Dave Lewis: "Do our wages go up with 
these higher bills? Not!" 


HAPPIER NEW YEAR 


-SALES EVENT- 


Brian Wilkie said the plan reflects the 
government's view of how it sees the 
supply mix going forward in terms of 


costs more money, but it s a direction 
in which the government wants to go. 

"The price is driven by the supply 
shift from the less expensive, dirty tech¬ 
nology to the more expensive, clean 
technology," said Wilkie. 

"Fifty-nine per cent of every kilowatt 
hour that's used in the province comes 
from electricity generated by nuclear. 
That's expected to go down to 42% by 



2013 BMW 528i xDrive showr 


UNPRECEDENTED YEAR-END OFFERS 
ON ALL REMAINING 2013 MODELS. 


EXPERIENCE BUYER’S REJOICE WITH LEASE RATES FROM 0.9%. 
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Region asked to back homeless shelter for vets 


QMI Agency Niagara 
Niagara Region has b< 


sistokeep “What we’re proposing is: 


served in the Forces." 


with a group aiming to build a pie. We know that,” said Carol Stewart- “We have it on good authority this 


shelter for veterans and homeless men Kirkby, executive director of the United would be the first ofits kind in Canada,” 
. „ mu in Niagara Falls. The proposed shelter, Way of Niagara Falls and Greater Fort shesaid. 

to join a bid to shelter the roughly 40 tout X a national fL,™uld aim for Erie 5 . * Butthe 

uptohalfofitsoccupancytakenupby The proposed veterans and co 
—*-—‘ '- r - munity shelter, she said, would feature for homeless men. 


be delivered 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, by YWCA Niagara Region. It 
‘ e beds and up to five 


i for people who have 


She said the Salvation Army's Home¬ 
lessness Outreach in that city is on 
course to serve 108 men this year. 
Many, she said, go to St Catharines and 
Welland for help, but that cuts them off 
from services at home. 

“There really is no shelter service for 
single men in Niagara Falls,” Stewart- 
Kirkbysaid. 

"This is a solution that will provide 
services to those gentlemen, to families 
as well, and to veterans.” 

The project is still a ways off, the 
committee heard Tuesday. A group of 
partners is backing the effort as propo¬ 
nents seek both a properly and cash for 
an operating budget 

Welland Coun. Dan Fortier won¬ 
dered if the group had explored using a 
vacant school in Niagara Falls to house 
the building. 

Stewart-Kirkby said, “Certainly it’s 
something we could have a conversa- 


Their goal is to “stabilize” 150 men 
and 45 families per year. 

.ely backed a 


Committee co-chair Barb Green¬ 
wood figured the region could consider 

has obtained a building. 

But, she said, the need in Niagara 
Falls is real. 

“We actually bus people to St. 
Catharines to sleep at night and then 
bring them back,” said the Niagara Falls 
councillor. "That's so unnecessary. 

“(The group) know what they want, 
but it's kind of putting the cart before 
the horse. They need a place to go first” 

Greenwood said once veterans are 
housed and sheltered, they can eventu¬ 
ally move back into the community. 

But she said many homeless people 
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■ POVERTY: Demand for Niagara food bank aid continues to rise 


■ n 


Agrowing hunger for food in Niagara 


ALLAN BENNER 

Tribune Staff 

A report by the Ontario Asso¬ 
ciation of Food Banks paints a 
grim picture of poverty through¬ 
out the province, but local food 
bank representatives say the 
reality in Niagara is even worse. 

The 2013 Hunger Report, 
released Monday morn¬ 
ing, shows more than 375,789 
Ontarians rely on food banks 
each month. 

Although the report says the 
number of food hank users 
decreased compared to last 
year’s record of 412,998 per 
month, the numbers have been 
steadily increasing locally. 

“We definitely are one of the 
(Ontario Association of Food 



They’ve gone up," said Port 
Cares executive director Lynda 
Reinhart 


“Last year... we had 1,762 
children, and by the end of 
March this year it's going to be 
2,444,” she said. 

Betty Lou Souter, executive 
director of Community Care, 
St. Catharines and Thorold, 
said her agency has been seeing 
increases of 5% to 8% annually. 

And although the Hunger 
Report says about a third of food 
bank users are children, Souter 
said the number of children 
using the food bank at Commu¬ 
nity Cares is far higher 


high as 49 or 50%,’’ she said. “It’s 
verydistuibing." 

Project SHARE in Niagara 
Falls set a record last week for 
the number of people using its 
food bank, said executive direc¬ 
tor Elaine Pihach. 

families for emergency food in 
one day,” Pihach said, adding 
that figure is about 50 more than 

'We used to call it our emer¬ 
gency food program, now it's 

program," she said. “It’s not an 
emergency because every sin¬ 
gle month people are having to 
come in.” 

Hope Centre executive direc¬ 
tor Mark Carl said his Welland- 


based food bank is seeing small 
increases of about 3% each year 
Many of them, he added, are 
“the working poori’ 

They’re trying to make ends 
meet working part-time, min¬ 
imum-wage jobs, “and they’re 
needing the services a little bit 


Pelham is holding it’s com¬ 
munity food drive Saturday 
morning, to restock shelves at 
Pelham Cares’ food bank. 

The food won’t last long. 


“Mosi 


in through the food drive in 
December, and then by Easter 
or certainly by June we're out of 
an awful lot of things,” said Pel¬ 
ham Cares president Jane Gil- 



In Welland, Open Arms Mis¬ 
sion executive director Jerry 
Vanderidok said the community 
is continuing to struggle with job 
losses, leading to higher levels of 
food bank usage compared to 
other parts of the province. 

“Every month we have a 
number of brand new clients. 
There are new needs, new situ¬ 
ations and new people moving 
into the area,” Vanderidok said. 
“What happens after that when 
you haven't been able to find 
work? It’s just a given that we’re 
going to fare harder times than 

The cost of housing is another 
significant problem in Niagara 

Although the report says food 
bank clients on average spend 


about 71% of their income 
on housing, Souter said that 

When people are spending 
75% of their Income just to pay 
their rent, she said there isn't 
much left over to buy groceries 
— and that doesn't include pav¬ 
ing utility hills. 

'We have a lot of people who 
are working but don't have 
enough income to sustain their 
expenses,” Souter said 

Carl said the increasing cost 
of utility bills is “putting a real 
squeeze on people” who often 
choose whether to pay their bills 
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BOBTYMCZYSZYN/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

The Niagara Regional Police Service signed on Friday December 6,2013 a protocol between the Niagara Regional Police Service, Victim Services Niagara, Niagara Victim Witness Assistance 
Program and the Niagara Health Systems Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment Center. The protocol will provide a uniformed and consistent response by all the partner agencies when 
responding to domestic violence offences. From left are Chief Jeffrey McGuire, Ruth Rutherford-Pretty executive director of Niagara Victim Services, Lisa Hildebrand, clinical manager with the 
NHS and ALison Hamilton Allen from the Minnistry of the Attorney General of Ontario. 


With life insurance, 
the benefits live on. 





SERVICES: 
Full/Partial dentures 
Implant support dentures 
Relines, Repairs 


The Art of Smiles 
Denture Clinic 

David Scobie DD 50 Charlotte Street, Unit Two 

Denturist Port Colborne, Ontario 


NRP sign new domestic abuse protocol 




info@englishroots.ca ^ / 
www.englishroots.ca C 
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'lock in ThurAday’A paper for your < M& ( M flyer! 


money to purchase the items, they 
can use non-perishable food to buy 
the gifts. One can of food is enough to 
purchase one gift. 

In an email. Green said 800 people 
visited Guild Mall for the inaugural 
event, and they collected about 450 kg 
of food for Port Cares in the process. 

Saturday’s event will feature 
entertainment provided by the 
Music Depot Choir, Port Colborne 
firefighters and a visit from Santa 
Claus. More information is available at 
helpinggreenelfs.webs.com. 


Canned food FACEBOOK 

j facebook.com/ 

buys gifts 
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INPORT DATEB00K 


SH 


Support Group meets 7 p.m. 
at the Canadian Cancer 
Society office, 45 Hannover 
Dr., St. Catharines. Speaker 
Dr. Kamal Mattar, urologist, 
plus discussions. Men and 
women welcome. For more 
information 905-934-1685. 
PHILOSOPHER’S CAFE 


NIAGARA SPAY NEUTER 

Assistance Program is 
holding a huge cat and 
kitten Home For Christmas 
Adoption Event at the Fonthill 
Pet Valu, 20 Canboro Rd., 


Fonthill, this day and Dec.14. 
Great cats looking to come 
home. Special N-SNAP 
adoption fee: $50 Includes 
spay/neuter, microchip, 


Contact 289-897-8514 or 


I.HtiHWiKM 


at Port Colborne Public Library. 
Children ages six to 12 can 
paint a snowman, 3 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Cost $4. Pre-register at 
the library. 

M sr E 

Welland country singer Brian 
Hache joins Nashville recording 
artist Debbie Bayshaw for 
evening of country and 
Christmas songs at 7 p.m. at 
Port Colborne Seniors Centre, 
554 FieldenAve.. Tickets 
are $15 or two for $25 and 
available at the centre or by 
calling 905-325-5704. 


PORT COLBORNE LEGION 

Music by Scott & Terry, 8 p.m. 
Open to the public. 

TWILIGHT JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

featuring Juliet Dunn and 
Peter Shea, plays at 2 p.m., 
Roselawn Centre for the 
Arts, 296 FieldenAve., Port 
Colborne. Call 905-834- 
7572 ore-mail: boxoffice@ 
portcolborne.ca. 


ana 


HEARING CLINIC 

Connect Hearing will be 
at Pelham Library for free 
hearing screenings and 
answering any questions, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Schedule your 
appointment by calling 905- 


at Wainfleet Township Public 
Library, 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Drop-in to knit together, share 
patterns, help each other and 
learn how to knit. Crocheting 
welcome, too. 


at Port Colborne Library. Join 
other seniors for an afternoon 
of fun, low-impact exercise, and 
a bit of friendly competition. 
Free admission, 1:30 p.m. to 

PORT CARES EMPLOYMENT 

Services is at Wainfleet 
Township Public Library 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. An employment 
adviser will provide drop- 
in services and suggest 
resources, and review and make 
recommendations about your 
resume. For more information 
call Port Cares at 905-834- 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 

dinner and dance at Casa 
Dante. The evening includes 
a full-course meal, party 
favours, a midnight snack 
table, champagne and music 
by DJ. Dominoes. Tickets are 
$55 a person. For tickets or 
information call the hall at 
905-735-9879 or Angelo at 
905-734-3914. 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 

celebration at the Hungarian 
Hall, 361 HellemsAve., 
Welland. Appetizers, dinner, 
dance and midnight snacks. 
Dinner: roast beef, cabbage 
rolls, breaded chicken, 
potatoes, vegetables, salad. 


Music by DJ. — Ignite 
Entertainment Tickets $ 

45 a person. For tickets call 
Anna at 905-735-0959, Eva 
at 905-734-3593 or Tibor at 
905-735-6447. 




WANT YOUR NON-PROFIT 
EVENT INCLUDED? 
SEND US YOUR INFO 

When submitting listings by e-mail, 
please use only 
wtrb.datebook@sunmedia.ca. 
Please do not send attachments. 
Full listings online under Life 


Stay Cozy This Holiday Season. 


Dickies Snap Front Flannel Shirt 

Item #D14009 

Features: 

• Heavy weight double pre-shrunk plaid flannel 

• Classic shirt tail hem 

• Pearl snaps on front placket, pocket flaps and cuffs 

• Double topstitched reinforced seams for strength 

• Spread collar 

• 5.75 oz.Yarn Dyed Flannel, 100% cotton 

Reg $29.99 Now $23.99 

Sale starts December 12,2013. Ends December 19,2013. 





Available at 
Port Colborne 
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CANADA'S 

CHRiSTMAS 


xCRRADIRR/ 

\ tire // 


STORE 


QUALITY PRODUCTS AND GREAT PRICING! 


LIVESTRONG® LS8T Treadmill I LIVESTRONG® LS10T Treadmill ■ UVESTRONG® LS13T Treadmill ■ LIVESTRONG® LSPro2 Treadmill 




Reg $2,099.99 ft! 


a 

Reg $2,499.99 


Reg $3,999.99 


LIVESTRONG LS15.0T Treadmill Horizon CT9.3 Treadmill ■ Tempo 622T Treadmill ■ Weslo Cadence R 5.2 Treadmill 
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II WRESTLING: WWE legend Jake “The Snake” Roberts puts substance abuse behind him 

'It just tickles me that they remember me’ 





Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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formerly 

The Book Depot 



Read 

•iculously 

LOW | 

prices ■ 


AMAZING 


DEALS ON ALREADY 
REDUCED BOOKS! 



DAYS OF 
CHRISTMAS 
DEC 9-21ST 



GIFT CARD 
GIVEAWAY 
EACH DAY! 


Sesame Street Bus 

(16 Book Set) 




Busy Wheels 

(8 Book Set) 
LIST PRICE $63.60 
"S; ;vi*' .REGULAR PE 


REGl 


Classic Nursery Tales 

(10 Book Set) 
LIST PRICE $89.50 
REGULAR PRICE: 




LIST PRICE $47.92 
REGULAR PRICE: 

$15.99 


5 Minute Stories 

(10 Book Set) 



Children’s Storybooks Nursery Rhymes 

(10 Book Set) (8 Book Set) 



Giant Storytime 



Millie Meow & Friends 
(5 Book Set) 



Hands on History 

(8 Book Set) 


Busy Kids Art & Crafts 
(8 Book Set) 
LIST PRICE $71.60 



DECEMBER 21,1 - 5 PM 4 * - m 

Kids meet Sdlltd! 

& FOOD TRUCK EVENT 11A.M. - 6P.M. 

BEAVERTAILS, URBAN EXPRESS, THE SALTED PIG, BIG GUYS BBQ, JOHNNY BLONDE, 
ITTY BITTY PIE, BOB’S BAKED TATERS, DIRTY SOUTH, NIAGARA FALLS FUDGE 



340 WELLAND AVE, ST. CATHARINES 


Learn more at bookoutlet.ca 905.641.45811 f www.facebook.com/bookoutletstore 
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■ TRAGEDY: Driver’s parents launch charity effort to help abused women 







Mo and Nazlin Merani pose with a photograph of their son Arif and his honours degree. Arif died in October after being struck 
and killed by a car. 


Keeping Arifs memory alive 


kk 

He was going to specialize in aboriginal law 
and the justice system and Gillian’s Place 
serves a lot of aboriginal women so we want 
to support them.” 


ALISON LANGLEY 

QMI Agency Niagara 

NIAGARA FALLS — 
Arif Merani was only two 
months away from earning 
his law degree at Carleton 
University when his life was 
cut short by tragedy. 

On Oct. 15, the 22-year- 
old Niagara Falls native was 
struck and killed by a car on 
Hwy. 401. 

"He was a gentle giant," 
said his father Mo Merani. 

"He was a kind soul. He 
didn't ask for much and was 
content with everything in 
his life." 

Merani said his son's 

and to fight for the rights of 
women. 

In support of Mera- 
ni's goal, his family has 
launched a fundraiser to 
benefit Gillian's Place in St. 


"We want to continue his 
legacy," Merani said. 

"He was going to special¬ 
ize in aboriginal law and the 
justice system and Gillian's 
Place serves a lot of aborig¬ 
inal women so we want to 
support them." 

been placed at the Royal 
Bank on Lundy’s Lane, the 
Bank of Montreal at Nia¬ 
gara Square, the Royal Bank 


on Front St. in Thorold and 
First Ontario Credit Union 

The donation boxes will 
be on display until mid-Jan¬ 
uary and donations can also 
be made at the counter in 
Merani’s name. 

“This will be a lifetime 
project for us,” his father 

Merani was passionate 


about sports, particularly 
football and basketball so 
the family is also planning 
to host a fundraising bas¬ 
ketball or golf tournament 
next year. h d - b k 

to school in Ottawa after vis¬ 
iting family and friends in 
Niagara Falls when he pulled 
over on Hwy. 401 because 
he suspected he had a flat 
tire. As he exited the driver’s 
side door, he was struck by a 
passing vehicle. 

“That night he was telling 
me that he wanted to help 
women," his father said. “He 
was almost done school, 
so you would think he’d be 
thinking about parties or 
girls, but he was thinking 
about abused women.” 

alison.langley@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter @nfallslangley 
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Choirs to carol at Seaway Mall 


WELLAND - Sounds of the holidays 
will echo through the corridors at 
Seaway Mall this week. 

Students from Welland, Pelham, Port 
Colborne and Wainfleet elementary and 
secondary schools will lend their voices 
to Choir-Fest and perform at the mall 
from Monday to Friday. 

Performances will take place each day 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the hallway 
between Ernie Allen Court and Winners. 


An additional performance will take 
place Friday from 2:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Participating schools, from both the 
public and Catholic boards, include 
Quaker Road, Pelham Centre, A.K. Wigg, 
Ross School, Port Colborne High School, 
St. Augustine, St. Therese, St. Andrews, 
St. Elizabeth, St. Patrick and Maple Crest 
Early School. 



www.boggios.com 



GETTHE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 



Brent & Jenny's 1 53 West Side Rd. 
NoFrills I Port Colborne 


nofrills 


lower food prices 


1 _ i—i \ 


n§E 

[ If you find a 

I cheaper price, 

V simply show 

II us and 

\\ we will match. 

See Store For Details 


December 13 th -19 th , 2013 
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□ CHILDREN: FACS hoping to recruit 20 new foster families 



905-892-6667 

115 Hwy 20 east Fonthill. LOS 1M0. 


BOOKYOUR 

a CHRISTMAS 
PARTY NOW 


Foster parents needed 


I THURSDAY DECEMBER 12TH - WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18,2013 A 


DRAPERY & UPHOLSTERY 
FABRIC 
50% OFF 


FASHION FABRICS 
& DRAPERY FABRICS 


nrT „ MrTrnf . & DECOR ITEMS SALE 

GET 2 METERS I 50 % OFF 


v - 12 beers on tap featuring 
IGGV’S local craft breweries 

mm 
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DONATIONS: Toys, children’s items needed 

Welland women to build daycare overseas 


MARYANNE FIRTH place, and the cemented. 

Tribune Staff “What a good, ecological 


WELLAND — Sitting on the 
floor surrounded by toys, Lynda 
Lemon and Bonnie Vadacchino 
carefully pack the colourful chil¬ 
dren's items into a container 

The retired educators share a 
laugh as they exchange stories 
about past treks to Guatemala 
and Dominican Republic, and 
share insight into the playthings 
they believe will be most popu¬ 
lar among young villagers dur¬ 
ing their next trip. 

When the two Welland resi¬ 
dents prepare to travel to the 
impoverished nations, they 
begin with near-empty suitcases 
and hearts filled with hope. 

While both women have 
been on missions before, 2014 
will mark the first time they've 
paired up for two trips in a sta- 

In January, they will travel to 
Guatemala for two weeks with 
a five-member team through 
Wells of Hope, followed by a 
one-week stint in Dominican 
Republic through the Samaritan 
Foundation. 

Lemon and Vadacchino's first 
trip will have them working at 
local schools, assisting with a 
dental dinic and helping to con¬ 
struct an eco-friendly daycare 
within a village. 

It will be built using eco- 
bricks, which consist of plas¬ 
tic bottles filled with inorganic 
materiaL Community members 
come together to clean up the 
village, gathering the botdes and 
filling them with trash. Walls are 
constructed from the botdes, 
with wire mesh holding them in 


project, Vadacchino said, add¬ 
ing she's excited to be a part of 
the build. 

"I just love the concept, that 
the kids get involved and have 
ownership in their school," 
Lemon chimed in. 

monetary donations to help 
support the build. 

They're also collecting small 
toys, games, blankets and baby 
supplies, as well as Spanish chil¬ 
dren's books, to help stock the 
daycare upon its completion. 

Following the build, Lemon 
and Vadacchino will be assist¬ 
ing in a dental clinic that sees a 
team of 22 dental professionals 
treating hundreds of children, 
many of whom have never had 
dental care before. Hie free ini- 

Kindness in Action Service Soci¬ 
ety of Alberta. 

"It's going to be great," Lemon 
said of her fourth dental clinic 

"There are always different 
challenges, but everyone is so 
talented, caring and hardwork- 
mg.” 

The best rewards from the 
trips, she added, are the "smiles, 
hugs and handshakes." 

Vadacchino, who will be help¬ 
ing with the clinic for the second 
time, called it an "amazing feat 

dren are treated in four days." 

"If you can look back and say 
I helped one person, it's worth 
it," she said. 

Following their trip to Gua¬ 
temala, the two women will be 



joining a mission to Dominican 
Republic in March alongside a 
group of about 25 people from 
St Thomas' Anglican Church in 
St Catharines. 

The trip is facilitated through 
the Samaritan Foundation, 
which is working to build 
homes, schools, churches and 


medical clinics in Dominican 

The Niagara group will be 
assisting in local schools, but 
what Lemon is most looking for¬ 
ward to is constructing chicken 
coops that will help families start 
up their own businesses. 

Chickens and other livestock 


can make a world of difference 
for families in impoverished 
nations, she said. When her 
grandchildren get a bit older, 
Lemon even plans to skip tradi¬ 
tional Christmas gifts and pur¬ 
chase goats and other animals 
on their behalf through World 
Vision to send to families in 


Anyone interested in mak¬ 
ing a donation for Lemon and 
Vadacchino's upcoming trips 
can call Lemon at 905-735-9579 
or e-mail lemonlynda@hotmail. 


maryanne.firth@fcunmedia.ca 
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■ FACS NIAGARA: Agency launches fundraising campaign 


Handing out hope for the holidays 


WELLAND - Tabitha Ton- 
nies is living proof that a little 
help, and a little hope, can go a 
long way. 

The 20-year-old Port Col- 
borne resident is all smiles as 
she describes the high marks 
she’s been earning in her Nia¬ 
gara College classes. 

She wants to be a nurse. 

And thanks in part to assist¬ 
ance from Family and Chil¬ 
dren's Services Niagara, she's on 


her way to making her dream 

For the past two years, Ton- 
nies has received a bursary from 
FACS Niagara that she said has 
"helped immensely" with the 
cost of getting a post-secondary 
education. 

She’s also received guidance 
fana FACS youth worker, who 
has helped her stay on track by 
accessing assistance available at 
the college. 

The FACS bursaries are given 
out annually to dozens of high 
school graduates. 


They are funded by the agen- future,” she said, 
cy's Gift of Hope campaign, While there are a growing 
which is now running for the number of youths hoping for 
holiday season. assistance to reach post-sec- 

Last year, the agency gifted ondary school, FACS has seen a 
$80,000 in bursaries, sending 39 significant cut in its government 
teens off to college, university funding 

Many of the young adults efforts even mote critical, God- 
have been In foster care and fieysaid. 
have no available funds for post- "We know government funds 

secondaryeducation, saidFACS are shrinking. It's a bit more 
Niagara spokeswoman Ann challenging’’ she said, adding 
Godfrey. the agency is thankful for the 

The bursary program helps to community’s continued sup- 
"give them a good shot at a good port 


Along with funding bursaries, 
the Gift of Hope campaign helps 
to send hundreds of children to 
summer camp each year 

“They often come from hard 
situations,” Godfrey said, with 
many living in poverty, with 
f amily violence or addiction. 

“It gives them a chance to be 
a kid for a change.” 

Contributing to the campaign 
is a "great way to express your 
appreciation for someone dur¬ 
ing this time of year,” Godfrey 
said. 

Donations can be made 


in honour of an individual or 
organization. 

And the best part, she said, is 
there’s no shopping required. 

“It takes the hassle out of 
shopping for people who feel 
they don’t need anything.” 

Sponsors and donors who 
make a contribution to the cam¬ 
paign prior to Dec. 19 will have 
their name, orthenameofthe 
person the donation is in hon¬ 
our of, published in the Dec. 23 
print edition of The Tribune. 

maryanne.firth@sunmedia.ca 


■ POLITICS: Liberals yet to announce candidate 



Pi* m/cs/ 

Have you been laid off? 
Are you unemployed? 

Asl as oJ>ou.t 

SECOND CAREER 

Funding to help you get re-trained 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 

# 0 92 Charlotte St., Port Colborne 

905 - 834.3629 

PortCares - -Hi 


No word 
yet on Falls 
byelection 


Enjoy Skating 
by the Falls! 
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‘ 4 $: give more, spend less 


Your pick! 
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your saveoneverything stor 

200 Fitch Street, Welland Holidayhc ?S.^^ amto9p,n ^ 
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■ GIVING: Allysha Faucher performs 28 acts of kindness to celebrate her life 

Welland’s secret Santa 



of the deeds on Facebook. 

"Just pay it forward,” she said, hum¬ 
bled by the attention she's received. 

Faucher credited partner Randy 
Swartz for making the day possible 
by driving her around Niagara and to 
Hamilton for the special stops. She also 
thanked her fomily for waiting patiently 

pleted, to celebrate her birthday. 

It wasn't until 10 p.m., as the candles 


stop at Walmart, where she taped 
change and a note to a pay phone 
for someone in need. 

were lit on her birthday cake, that the 
attention was turned to Faucher 

But she wouldn't have it any other 

Faucher plans to continue her ges¬ 
tures in the community by performing 
29 additional acts of kindness through¬ 
out 2014 to celebrate another year of 


Warm Hands and Warm Hearte 

For KIDS! 


Donate Non- 
Perishable Food 
Items or NEW Hats 
& Mittens 

^ Supporting Port Cares 


Drop off at Whites' Insurance Brokers 
during the month of December! 
And join us for Refreshments on 
December 18th, 2013 —10am to 4pm 
45 Clarence Street West Port Colborne, ON 


WHITES’ 

INSURANCE BROKERS 

905-834-3228 


www. wh itesi nsu ra nce.ca 
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FORT ERIE 


TIMBER MART 


SAVE $ ON YOUR 

ENERGY BILLS 


iA 

WELLAND 


ADD VALUE TO YOUR HOME 


DESCRIPTION 

Jet Stream® MAX Fiber Glass Blowing Insulation is an unbonded, virgin fibrous glass blowing insulation designed 
with optimal thermal properties in addition to excellent coverage and blowing characteristics. 

EACH BAG CONTAINS THE EQUIVALENT OF OVER: 

47 recycled bottles! Fast, Easy Installation. 

Increasing the amount of insulation in your attic is one of the easiest ways to increase the comfort and 
energy efficiency of your home. New blown in insulation can be added on top of any existing insulation, 
we recommend increasing your attic insulation to "R50" to maximize the efficiency of your attic. 

Our trained installers will upgrade your attic and install soffit ventilation as required while ensuring 
minimal inconvenience to the homeowner. 

If your attic insulation has been exposed to excessive moisture, you may want to remove the existing 
insulation prior to installing new material. Any roof repairs should also be completed before upgrading 
your attic to prevent future water damage and potential mold growth. 



environmentally friendly 



EXCELLENT THERMAL PERFORMANCE 

Fills all gaps and voids, creating a thermal barrier against outside 
air and better temperature control. 

Resists heat flow with an R-value of: 

R-15 in 2x4 construction 
R-24 in 2 x 6 construction 

ENERGY CONSERVATION 

Reduces fuel usage and utility bills for heating and air conditioning. 

Sustainable 

Each bag contains the equivalent of over 47 RECYCLED BOTTLES, 

with a minimum of 61 .9% 

post- consumer recycled glass content. 

Noise Reduction 

Improves Sound Transmission Class (STC) ratings by 4 to 10 points. 

Permanence 

Non-combustible, non-corrosive. 

Will not rot, mildew or deteriorate. 


LIMITED OFFER 

NO PAYMENTS 
NO INTEREST 


PLUS 

1 Ox Bonus 


Air 


Miles 


"WE INSTALL. UP TO R50=$1.00/SQ FT" 


Jet Stream® MAX Blowing Insulation is certified for indoor air quality as a low emitting product by The GREENGUARD Environmental Institute to both the GREENGUARD 
Indoor Air Quality Certification ProgramSM and the more stringent GREENGUARD Children & ‘ ' 


in & Schools standard and is verified to be formaldehyde free 


callus rorr 
fora£ all 

INSPECTION 

OFYOUR ATTIC! 


B00KY0UR NEW ROOF 
FOR SPRING 
INSTALLATION 

AT 2013 PRICES 
PLUS NO TAX 

10% NON REFUNDABLE 

Deposit required • See store for details 


FORT ERIE TIM-BR MART WELLAND TIM-BR MART 

584 Garrison Road, Fort Erie, ON • (905) 871 -3648 920 Niagara Street, Welland, ON • (905) 732 2444 
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WEEKEND 


L A BOY 

ComfortStudio 


VISA 



FREE DELIVERY 

Hours: Mon.-Tues. 9-6, Wed.-Sat. 9-5, Thurs.-Fri. 9-9, Sun. Noon-4 


IiA1VIP1VfA1\S 
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Lampmai 
_ .... Furniture 

Fonthill 

4oT 

IfJ 

f 

I Victoria 

| F)wyT20 




728 Canboro Rd. Fenwick • lampmanfurniture.com • 892-4701 
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Call John Sneek 
Over 25 Years Experience 
WE 905534-2135 • BUSINESS: 905-964-2518 


Cement Plex 

NO DIGGING REQUIRED 

» Leaking or Cracked Basements • Chimneys • 

• Foundations • Patios • Driveways • Epoxy • 

• Pressure Washing • Garage Floors * 

• Asphalt Driveways, Colour. Design 
Property Maintenance 

Boe Robinson 905-894-7206 


A \Lmm awa® 

TUn© @MgG3 @tete fig? [°©aj|°fe 

OjEElCS CJkDuDS© 12a? @S®§ Cfe) @ 2 ®S (affl ISMfefiDfl 

^ ©GiMTlMSfe PaXfS ©SflMlfnD© 

Ife KM® 

yu® CU® ®lnl [^l@©[oxo)®(]cs@<0)©==®©4Hm^]®^ 
©p®ni lagg^lgw 6§> ©gfiUKolgw 




When the electricity fails... 

you be AFFECTED? 




Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 

All types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation ft Aerial Bucket truck Service 

Call: >05-899-2373 ♦ Fax: 905-899-2383 



COME DANCE WITH# 

DANCE EXPRESSIONS INC. 
Offering Classes in 

• Ballet • Pointe • Tap • Jazz 

• Lyrical • Hip Hop • Modern 
for Students 3 years to Adult 



www.dance-expressions.ca 


0 905 - 834-0077 C °' b0 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


250 Kent St. Port Colborne ; graham@scccomputers.com 

905 - 834-6333 i www.scccomputers.com ^ 
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gsUN 

0MON 

10 

JJWED 

12 thurs 

13™ 

J^SAT 

There are only 

23 days left in 
2013. 

National 

Pastry Day 

Humans Right Day 

14 days until 
Christmas 

Poinsettia Day 

In theatres: 

The Hobbit: The 
Desolation Of Smaug 

December is 

Write to a Friend 
Month j 


►TUJEET !T4>. 

Top Twitter Trends 

(Canada, this week) 

0 #Mustanglnspires 
fy #SamLovesNandos 

Preparing cement for # Chris Colter 

Mustang’s glamour moment #comedictvactor 

un front of TCL Chinese Q #PeoplesChoice 


►MATCH THIS 

You flHiB 

Most watched videos 

(This week) 


Want To Say... 

7,621,085 views 
Crazy Wal-Mart Black 
Friday fight for TV 2013 
6,777,961 views 
O FUNNY OMEGLE 
REACTIONS 
2,758,841 views 

R.I.P. Paul Walker Died in Car Crash.... 

| 2,721,978 views 


I Who was the only actor 
from the 1970 film to 
reprise a regular role on 
the TV series (other than 3 
occasional characters)? 

a. "Hawkeye" Pierce 

b. Father Mulcahy 

c. “Radar" O'Reilly 

d. “Trapper” John 

The theme song from 
mk the film adaptation of 
Robert Altman's M*A*S*H 
(1970) was used as an 
instrumental version in the 
TV series. What was the 
title of the song written by 
Johnny Mandel? 

a. Suicide is Painless 

b. Triage Time 

c. Cuts Like a Knife 

d. The First Cut is the 
Deepest 

Q M*A*S*H was selected 
tl as the Favorite TV 
Comedy Series for five 
consecutive years at the 
People's Choice Awards 
(1978-82). 

During its eleven year run, 
how many Emmy Awards 
did the show get? 

a.5 b.8 c. 11 d. 14 


C. Fort Wayne, 

Indiana 

D. Ottumwa, Iowa 

E. Toledo, Ohio 

F. Crabapple Cove, Maine 

Which one of the 
I following future sitcom 
actors was not a guest star 
on M*A*S*H? 

a. Shelley Long 

b. Ron Howard 

c. Jason Alexander 

d. John Ritter 

e. Peter Boyle 

f. George Wendt 

« Major Margaret 
Houlihan's nickname 
was “Hot Lips". What was 
the animalistic nickname 
of her admirer, Frank 

a. “Weasel Face" 

b. “Ferret Face” 

c. “Badger" 

d. “Skunk” 


» B.J. Hunnicutt derived 
his name from his 
nts Bea and Jay. What 
does the “T” stand for i 
Sherman T. Potter? 


J9.03% 

16.94% 


What's the best city 
to play in? 

New York 

London 
Sydney 
Abu Dhabi 

Los Angeles 

U/hi/ rln 


There's no one else to 
take the photo 

133% 

To share a good photo 
ofthemselve^^^ 

31% 

Source: Virgin Mobile 


TODAY’S PIE 
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c I assif ied extra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: inportnews.classifiedextra.ca 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 





STEEL BUILDINGS/ 
METAL BUILDINGS 

30x40, 40x60°, 50x80, 
60x100,80x100 sell 

freecwIiSg 6 

1-800-353-7864' 

as 

security entrance, 
close to Maple park, 

1^1 

Call 1-905-735-5748 


0r vfsifo h ^Web l Store: m 

DEVRIES 

FRUIT FARM 

# I** 2’s, Squash & 

82sassa.1 

km West of Fenwick. 
Call 905-892-8724 
Closed Sunday 

CANCELYOUR 

NO RISK program. 
STOP Mortgage & 

home. Private country 
setting in Niagara 
area. Close to QEW. 

$975+utifptease 
contact 905-704-9538 

(s |S s - 



iH 

#11, 

m 





LOCAL HOOKUPS 


EARN EXTRA CASH 


ADULTS, STUDENTS, SENIORS 
CARRIER WANTED IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 
The Tribune is looking for a carrier to deliver flyers 
once a week in your area. 

CLARKE ST, CHESTNUT ST. 

NO COLLECTING 

If you would like to earn extra spending money 
Please call CHARLENE @ 905-732-2414 - Ext. 270 


1-877-290-0553 



SUMMER STUDENTS 

e currently accepting applications for oi 
2014 Summer Student Lottery! 
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H^althv 

Clipboard 


F.ONTHILL 


9j05iS m&om 


BORTrCOLi 

101 CLARENCE STREET 
(across from Food Basics) 

905MSV^8M 




Smuro® 


"It works! I'll take another two bottles please!" 


LOSE THE PAIN 

Leal Source 


$ 3°oS 

WITH COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 31,2013 


% e Healthy 
Cupboard 


This coming from a customer who 
had tried every other natural remedy 
under the sun in the past few years 
to take away her pain. Ian, the owner 
of The Healthy Cupboard couldn’t 
believe his ears. He had finally 
found the perfect product to stop his 
customer’s miseries. This is what 
every owner of a health food store 
dreams about, a natural product 
that receives so many outstanding 
testimonials on such a wide variety of 
health issues. “I had recommended a 
new product called LeafSource, which 
we recently started carrying. We 
have had tremendous success with 
this product, and almost everyone 
we have recommended it to over 
the last few months has come back 
and thanked us over and over again" 
said Ian. Before trying LeafSource, 
the woman had complained about 
her ongoing joint pain and was at 
her wit’s end. Although she had 
experienced some relief through the 
numerous natural remedies she had 
tried over the years, the pain would 
never fully go away. “She returned 
to my store, in tears, less than one 
week after buying LeafSource. I didn’t 
know what to make of this woman 
standing in front of me crying, until 
she told me that within a few days of 
taking LeafSource her pain started to 
disappear and within a week it was 
completely gone - as if it was never 
there.” Ian goes on, ‘This coming 
from a woman whose painful joints 
and ongoing sciatica were so bad just 
one week earlier, that the pain was 
unbearable but now has completely 
subsided.’’By now you are probably 


wondering what is LeafSource and 
why is it so effective? LeafSource 
is a 100% natural product derived 
from a proprietary organic mineral 
composite with over ten years of 
university research. LeafSource 
helps regulate the inflammatory 
process and the body’s ability to 
repair itself. The vast majority (70 - 
80%) of the population over the age 
of 50 have joint problems — often 
called osteoarthritis.This is due to 
the natural (or unnatural) wear and 
tear on joint tissue that develops 
through the aging process. With 
joint inflammation, movement is 
limited and pain can be constant. 
LeafSource seems to have the ability 
to help people get their mobility and 
zest for life back. Millions of people 
seek treatment for their joint and 
inflammation problems by resorting 
to expensive, toxic prescription drugs 
(i.e. NSAIDs) with multiple side 
effects. These range from nausea 
and vomiting to serious intestinal 
disorders (bleeding, gas, pain) and 
even kidney and liver failure. Isn’t 
that too large a price to pay for a 
little pain relief!? LeafSource is a 
safe alternative to these destructive 
anti-inflammatory drugs that cause 
more problems than they solve. 
There are absolutely no side effects 
and it doesn’t interfere with any other 
medications. Controlled experiments 
and observations have revealed 
that LeafSource is a potent anti¬ 
inflammatory that has been shown 
to bring a reduction to inflammation 
and pain within a few days. People 
notice great results in terms of more 


energy and less pain by taking 
anywhere from 2 to 6 capsules/day. 
Typical maintenance is usually 1 
capsule twice daily. This product gets 
results! LeafSource is scientifically 
validated through more than 10 
years of research at 4 universities, 
including the Department of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Mercer 
University. Aside from its incredible 
anti-inflammatory and pain reducing 
ability, it has also been shown to 
improve the performance of your 
daily nutrition and vitamin programs. 
It helps increase the absorption 
of vital nutrients, which in turn 
helps these nutrients work better. 
Better absorption = better results! 
It’s almost as if they have become 
supercharged! LeafSource has also 
been shown to help enhance energy 
levels, improve intestinal health, 
strengthen hair, skin and nails and 
improve immune function. To see 
someone go from intense pain to a 
new lease on life within a week is 
truly incredible. Imagine being able 
to move freely without pain. Who 
wouldn’t want to get out of bed in 
the morning with more energy? 
It’s amazing how much of this stuff 
we take for granted, until it’s gone! 
Ian adds, “I often recommend that 
LeafSource be taken with other 
natural joint products in order to 

even faster relief. One of the things 
I hear most often from people who 
have tried LeafSource is they just 
plain feel better, have more energy 
and less pain. We’re so confident, we 
guarantee LeafSource 100%! That 


^Health/'^ 

Curiboara 


TWO LOCATIONS! 

FONTHILL PORT COLBORNE 

111 #20 EAST 101 CLARENCE ^STREET 

90 s 892.9654 90 s 835:9806 

Tanya & 

M ‘ ,, > Ian Birrell 

/ Owners 

il The Healthy Cupboard 

www.healthycupboard.ca • healthycupboard@gmail.com 
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Air, power windows, power locks, tilt, 
cruise, sync, automatic 
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Tf Mike 

Isnapp 


WWW.MIKEKNflPPFORD.COM 

iSTj 1-877-235-9408 

= =~= ^ 607 NIAGARA STREET, WELLAND 
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THE MIKE KNAPP 
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ENDS 



BUNCH 

905.732.3673 


29™,*2013J $255 Bi-weekly 184 mths @ 5.99 % 

YOU GET $1000 

WHEN YOU PICK IT UP! 


(OR WHILE SUPPLIES LAST) 



TZ Mike 

J\napp 


=—= 55 ^ WWW.MIKEKNflPPrORD.COM 

1-877-235-9408 

==== = 607 NIAGARA STREET, WELLAND 









































